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KC-46 reaches milestone at Edwards
EDWARDS AIR 

FORCE BASE, 
Calif. — Field-

ing began last week on 
America’s newest air 
refueling tanker air-
craft – the KC-46 Peg-
asus. Operationalizing 
a new military aircraft 
does not happen often, 
but when it does, it typ-
ically goes through Ed-
wards Air Force Base –  
the center of the aero-
space testing universe. 

Regardless of wheth-
er it is a frequent or a rare oc-
currence, hitting a milestone 
like this should be a huge source 
of pride for our entire team.

Fielding the KC-
46 provides a massive 
boost to our nation’s 
warfighting capabilities 
in a world characterized 
by competition from 
near-peer adversar-
ies. We would not have 
reached this point with-
out the amazing accom-
plishments of the 412th 
Test Wing. 

The KC-46 is not per-
fect. Yet, strategic lead-
ers at Wright-Patterson 
Air Force Base, Ohio 

and the Pentagon would not 
have been in a position to field it 
now without the knowledge we 
provided to them to understand 

and mitigate problems. It was 
our team who discovered faults. 
It was our team who raised con-
cerns. It was our team who col-
laborated with the contractors, 
the program office and the end-
users to fix shortcomings.

The warfighter deserves the 
best capability possible. As such, 
we will continue to be intimately 
involved in molding and shaping 
this new aircraft into a fully-ef-
fective and suitable warfight-
ing machine. Along with our op-
erational test, program office 

and contractor partners, it will 
be our team who verifies fixes. 
It will be our team who ensures 
that requirements are met. It 
will be our team who refines the 
capability into the needs of the 
warfighter. It will be our team 
who completes the certifications 
to refuel the entire range of U.S. 
and ally military receivers. It 
will be our team who helps cre-
ate the roadmap for next-gen-
eration refueling capabilities 
beyond those currently on the 
drawing board.

It was the Global Reach 
Combined Test Force and the 
418th Flight Test Squadron who 
played the most significant role 
in this massive accomplishment. 

Operations, maintenance, engi-
neering and program manage-
ment were at the forefront of 
this substantial test and evalua-
tion effort. Yet, we should never 
lose sight of the fact that our en-
tire team played a critical role. 
It required the efforts of defend-
ers, logisticians, strategic plan-
ners, medics, firefighters, train-
ers, inspectors and educators. 
It required expertise in com-
munications, contingencies, fi-
nance, safety, intelligence, facil-
ities, civil engineering, services, 
security and personnel. It re-
quired those who create a safe 
environment, a positive cli-
mate and a trained workforce. 

Commentary by  
Senior Airman Savannah Waters

8th Fighter Wing Public AFFAirs

8th Fighter Wing Public Affairs note: 
This commentary focuses on the perpet-
uation of rape culture from one Airman’s 
perspective and offers recommendations 
on how to improve upon this issue in the 
Air Force and society as a whole.

KUNSAN AIR BASE, South Ko-
rea — As service members, we re-
ceive a number of mandatory sex-

ual harassment and assault awareness 
briefings each year. These briefings ad-
dress an array of topics, but I would 
like service members to be given the 

opportunity to gain a better understand-
ing of what constitutes rape culture.

We’ve learned about the effects of 
sexual harassment, sexual assault and 
abuse, and rape, but how often do we 
discuss the effects of rape culture? 
What value would defining, identifying, 
and stigmatizing rape culture hold for 
us as an Air Force? As a society?

According to the University of New 
Hampshire’s Sexual Harassment and 
Rape Prevention Program, rape cul-
ture is defined as stereotyped, false be-
liefs about rape that justify sexual ag-
gression and trivialize the seriousness 

of sexual violence.
Tolerance of this culture alienates 

survivors and reinforces blame toward 
the victim, making it less likely for a 
victim of sexual assault or rape to come 
forward. The glamorization of sexu-
al violence, objectification of both men 
and women’s bodies and lack of support 
creates a toxic environment that disre-
gards safety.

Rape culture is an environment in 
which rape is prevalent-- but just be-
cause someone hasn’t actively raped, 
sexually assaulted or harassed anyone 
doesn’t mean they aren’t contributing to 
rape culture.

Our society does not outwardly pro-
mote rape itself. Rape culture teaches 

rape prevention instead of teaching 
them not to rape. Rape culture tolerates 
friends who make rape jokes. Rape cul-
ture shifts blame to the victim. Rape 
culture normalizes sexual violence and 
excuses it in the media and popular cul-
ture. Rape culture allows victims to be 
doubted, shamed and harassed.

On social media, users see posts 
and memes that perpetuate rape cul-
ture through jokes, slut-shaming and 

Enlisted Commentary

See WATERS Page 26

Commentary 
by Brig. Gen. 
John Teichert
412th test Wing 

commAnder

Pursue healthy dialogue, stigmatize rape culture

Commander’s  
Commentary
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On the cover
Chief Master Sgt. Derek 
Crowder, 60th Air Mobility 
Wing command chief, works 
with Airman 1st Class Da-
vid Thach, 60th Maintenance 
Squadron, to a test aircraft tire 
inflator kit Jan. 25 at Travis Air 
Force Base, Calif.

u.s. Air Force photo/heide couch
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Travis AFB, Calif. | 60th Air Mobility Wing

Tailwind the tailwind is published by the daily republic, Fair-
field, california, a private firm in no way connected with 
the u.s. Air Force.

While most of the editorial content of the tailwind is pre-
pared by the 60th Air mobility Wing Public Affairs office 
for its Web-based product, the content for the tailwind is 
edited and prepared for print by the daily republic staff.

content of the tailwind is not necessarily the official 
view of, nor is it endorsed by the u.s. government, the 
department of defense or the department of the Air 
Force.

the appearance of advertising in the publication, in-
cluding inserts or supplements, does not constitute en-
dorsement by the department of defense, the depart-
ment of the Air Force or the daily republic, of the 
products or services advertised.

everything advertised in the publication shall be made 
available for purchase, use or patronage without regard to 
race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital sta-

tus, physical handicap, political affiliation or any other 
nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or patron.

correspondence can be sent to the 60th Air mobili-
ty Wing Public Affairs staff, tailwind, 400 brennan cir-
cle, bldg. 51, travis AFb, cA 94535-2150 or emailed to 
60amwpa@us.af.mil.

deadline for copy is 4:30 p.m. Friday for the following 
Friday’s issue. swap ads must be brought to bldg. 51 
by noon monday for possible print in that Friday’s issue. 
emailed or faxed swap Ads are not accepted.

those on base wishing to receive home delivery of the 
tailwind can call 427-6975 today.

For information on paid advertising and on base circula-
tion, call 425-4646. correspondence can be sent to: dai-
ly republic, 1250 texas st., Fairfield, cA 94533 or faxed to 
425-5924.

Visit the travis public web site at http://www.travis.
af.mil. read the tailwind online at http://tailwind.daily 
republic.net or by accessing the travis sharePoint.
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Helpful websites
http://www.sapr.mil/index.php
https://www.af.mil/SAPR.aspx

See TEICHERT Page 27
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Name: 
Staff Sgt. Taja S. Perez.

Unit:
60th Medical Support Squadron.

Duty title:
Noncommissioned officer in 
charge of patient administration.

Hometown: 
Valdosta, Georgia.

Time in service: 
Five years.

Family:
Spouse, Staff Sgt. Adrian Perez; 
son, Averi; daughter, Zuri.

What are your goals?
Pursuing Bachelor of Science 
degree in health service manage-
ment in addition to a pre-med 

degree. Then my goal is to achieve 
a doctorate in obstetrics.

What are your hobbies?
Binge watching movie series  
with my husband and shopping.

What is your greatest  
achievement?
Becoming a mother to two lovely 
children.

U.S. Air Force photo
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Hyperbaric treatment serves local child
Merrie Schilter-Lowe

60Th Air MoBiliTy WiNG PuBlic AFFAirS

An 11-year-old patient is receiving 
hyperbaric oxygen therapy at the David 
Grant USAF Medical Center at Travis 
Air Force Base in an attempt to stop, or 
at least, slow the rate of radiation dam-
age before it reaches his brain. 

Jeremiah J. Harutyunyan – his fami-
ly calls him JJ – at age 9 underwent sur-
gery Dec. 15, 2016 at a civilian hospital, 
to remove a brain tumor. He was then 
treated with radiation therapy and che-
motherapy. About nine months later, JJ 
was diagnosed with radiation damage to 
his spinal cord. He is unable to feel be-
low his neck or breathe without a ven-
tilator.

“This is a unique case,” said Lt. Col. 
(Dr.) Jason Kelly, 60th Medical Group 
Hyperbaric Medicine flight command-
er. “Far less than 1 percent of cases re-
sults in radiation damage to the spinal 
cord in patients treated for brain cancer. 
It’s even more of a rarity that this would 
happen in a child to the severity that he’s 
on a ventilator.”

JJ is suffering from delayed radia-
tion complications, which can occur af-
ter a latent period of six months or more. 
Because the spinal cord carries mes-
sages between the brain and the rest of 
the body, damage to any part of it or the 
nerves at the end of the spinal canal can 
cause permanent changes in strength, 
sensation and other body functions be-
low the site of injury. Radiation damage 
can remain the same or worsen.

“His MRI shows that the radiation 
damage is progressing farther up into 
the brain stem,” said Kelly. “If we can 
stop the progression, it will stop it from 
affecting other brain functions.” 

The Harutyunyans, who are from 

Roseville, California, and have no mil-
itary affiliation, appealed to the Secre-
tary of the Air Force to have JJ treat-
ed at DGMC. The Air Force approved 
treatment, noting that knowledge about 

treating spinal cord damage is limited 
within the medical community. 

An email from the Secretary’s of-
fice went on to say that, “Congress has 
been pushing the Air Force to improve 

its capabilities in this area” and a study 
about the case would benefit Air Force 
medicine and readiness. 

u.S. Air Force photo/heide couch

Anush Harutyunyan, right, tends Dec. 8, 2018, to her son, Jeremiah, 11, following his 13th treatment, at David Grant USAF Medical Center 
at Travis Air Force Base, Calif. Jeremiah is scheduled to receive 30 hyperbaric oxygen therapy treatments in an effort to halt or slow the rate 
of damage to his brain.

See HYPERBARIC Page 17
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Tax prep 
deal aimed 
at service 
members

Army and Air Force  
Exchange Service

To help navigate the first 
year of significant tax law 
changes, the Army and Air 
Force Exchange Service is 
teaming with H&R Block to of-
fer tax preparation services to 
military members and their 
families at a 10 percent dis-
count at the Exchange at Travis 
Air Force Base.

“The Exchange takes every 
opportunity to make life a lit-
tle easier for all service mem-
bers and their families,” said 
Flor B. Payton Exchange gen-
eral manager. “These profes-
sionals are military experts 
and well-trained to assist with 
Exchange shoppers’ tax prepa-
ration needs.”

In addition to the discount, 
H&R Block, at the Exchange, is 
offering:

•  A free “second-look” tax 
review program in which H&R 
Block reviews last year’s re-
turns to determine whether fil-
ers are entitled to additional 
money that was not claimed.

•  One-hundred percent ac-
curacy guarantee in the event 
of an audit.

•  In the event of an error, 
H&R Block will pay the penal-
ty and interest at no additional 
cost to the filer.

The Travis Exchange H&R 
Block office is located at 461 
Skymaster Circle, Travis AFB, 
CA 94535 and is open from 9 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday during the 2019 tax 
season ending April 15.

McConnell receives first KC-46A
Airman 1st Class  

Michaela R. Slanchik
22nd Air refueling Wing  

Public AffAirs

MCCONNELL AIR 
FORCE BASE, Kan. — To-
tal Force crews have deliv-
ered the first two KC-46A 
Pegasus aircraft to McCon-
nell Air Force Base.

The 22nd Air Refueling 
Wing and 931st ARW mar-
shalled in the newest addi-
tion to the Air Force’s strate-
gic arsenal.

“This day will go down 
in history as a win for Team 
McConnell and the Air 
Force as a whole,” said Col. 
Josh Olson, 22nd ARW com-
mander. “With this aircraft, 
McConnell will touch the en-
tire planet.”

Travis Air Force Base, 
California, is expected to re-
ceive the first of these next-
generation air tankers in 
early 2023.

Since being selected as 
the first main operating base 
in 2014, McConnell Airmen 
have been preparing to en-
sure their readiness to re-
ceive the Air Force’s newest 
aircraft.

Contractors constructed 
three new KC-46 mainte-
nance hangars, technical 
training dormitories, an air 
traffic control tower, fuse-
lage trainer and many oth-
er facilities specifically for 
the Pegasus’ arrival. These 
projects brought $267 mil-
lion to the local economy by 
employing Kansas workers 
and using local resources.

Aircrew members sim-
ulated KC-46 flights, boom 
operators practiced cargo 
loading and the 22nd Main-
tenance Group created a 
training timeline for the en-
terprise.

Working with aircraft 
manufacturer Boeing, Mc-
Connell maintenance Air-
men have been develop-
ing new technical orders for 
three years. They stream-
lined processes and got 
hands-on exposure to the jet 
in Seattle.

“Some of us have been 
involved in this program 
for years and it has given 
us time to become experts 
as far as the technical data 
goes,” said Staff Sgt. Bran-
non Burch, 22nd Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron 

KC-46 flying crew chief. 
“Knowing it is one thing, but 
having hands-on experience 
on our flightline is what we 
all crave. We’re just happy 
the wait’s over and we final-
ly get to get our hands dirty 
on the Pegasus – it’s almost 
surreal.”

The KC-46 team at Mc-
Connell AFB is comprised 
of Airmen with a variety of 
backgrounds from other air-
craft who bring different 
aspects of expertise to the 
multifaceted new tanker.

“Every Airman who was 
transferred to the KC-46 
team was hand-selected spe-
cifically to bring this air-
plane to the fight,” said Lt. 
Col. Wesley Spurlock, 344th 

u.s. Air force photo/Airman 1st class Alan ricker

The first KC-46A Pegasus lands on the flightline Jan. 25 at McConnell Air Force Base, Kan. The KC-46 will serve alongside the KC-135 
Stratotanker at McConnell. KC-46s are scheduled to arrive at Travis Air Force Base, Calif., in 2023.

TRAviS  
FiTnESS CEnTER

is open 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.  
Monday through Friday 

and 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.  
Saturday and Sunday. See KC-46A Page 27
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Share your service story
Commissary, Exchange patrons eligible to compete for scholarship

Kevin Long
DEfEnsE Commissary agEnCy  

PubliC affairs

FORT LEE, Va. – In ob-
servance of Black History 
Month, commissary and ex-
change patrons will be eli-
gible to enter a social media 
contest telling their military 
service stories for a chance 
to win one $5,000 or one of 
three $1,000 scholarships.

The “Share Your Service 
Story” contest, sponsored 
by Coca-Cola in partnership 
with the USO and Mondelēz 
International, honors the leg-
acy of Tuskegee Airman Maj. 
Charles B. Hall, the first Af-
rican-American pilot to shoot 
down an enemy plane during 
World War II.

To enter, participants 
must be authorized commis-
sary and exchange patrons. 
They must submit their story 
in one of two ways on social 

media from Feb. 1-28:
•  Create a tweet including 

a photo or video (maximum 
2 minutes in length) telling a 
little of “your service story” 
or the service story of one of 
your relatives and share it on 
Twitter including the hashtag 
#ShareYourServiceStory-
Contest (your “Submission”).

•  Create an Instagram 
post including a photo or vid-
eo (maximum two minutes in 
length) telling a little of “your 
service story” or the service 
story of one of your relatives 
and share it on Instagram in-
cluding the hashtag #Shar-
eYourServiceStoryContest 
(your “Submission”).

Once the contest period 
begins, military resale pa-
trons will see contest dis-
plays in their local com-
missaries and exchanges. 
Also, on Feb. 1, Coca-Cola’s 
“Tell Us Your Story” web-
page, http://www.coke.com/

shareyourservicestory, will 
be active for more informa-
tion on contest rules.

“Hall’s service as a Tuske-
gee Airman is historic and in-
spiring,” said retired Rear 
Adm. Robert J. Bianchi, De-
partment of Defense special 
assistant for commissary op-
erations as well as direc-
tor and CEO of the Navy Ex-
change Command. “This 
contest not only gives back 
to our military communi-
ty with substantial scholar-
ships but also gives our pa-
trons a chance to share their 
awesome stories of military 
service.”

Coca-Cola became aware 
of Hall’s story by way of a 
photo in the National Air 
and Space Archives of him 
holding a bottle of Coke af-
ter a mission during the 
war, said Michael R. Pelleti-
er, Coca-Cola North Amer-
ica senior shopper and 

marketing manager.
“What we found was 

this incredible story of Maj. 
Charles B. Hall,” Pelletier 
said. “It was an amazing sto-
ry and one that we felt need-
ed to be told. In a time of seg-
regation in his own country, 
Hall not only fought for his 
freedom, but he also fought 
for us all.

“So many of us grew up 
learning about the amazing 
achievements of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, 
Jesse Owens and many, many 
more influential African-
American change-agents,” he 
added. “But who has heard 
of Maj. Charles B. Hall? We 
have an amazing story to 
tell, and we’re going to honor 
Maj. Hall by telling his story 
and inspiring others to tell us 
their service history as well.”

Hall’s story began with 

u.s. air force photo

While escorting B-25 Mitchell bombers over Sicily, then-1st Lt. Charles Hall, who later made the rank of major, scored the Tuskegee 
Airmen’s first aerial victory. Seated in the cockpit of his P-40L Warhawk, Hall points to his freshly painted “kill” marking.

See SHARE Page 17

Changes 
at AETC 
seek to 
develop 
force

Air Education and Training  
Command Public Affairs

JOINT BASE SAN ANTO-
NIO-RANDOLPH, Texas — Lt. 
Gen. Steve Kwast, commander 
of Air Education and Training 
Command, announced chang-
es to Headquarters AETC and 
to 2nd and 19th Numbered Air 
Force organizations today, in 
order to refocus the headquar-
ters on force development ef-
forts.

This reorganization allows 
the headquarters staff to fo-
cus on broader force develop-
ment responsibilities, ensur-
ing policy and strategy are 
aligned within the command 
and across the entire Air Force 
developmental enterprise.

“AETC Airmen must be-
come learning experts,” Kwast 
said. “The headquarters staff 
will change focus and trans-
form from basic execution to 
innovation; from input mea-
sures to outcomes; from a hi-
erarchical organizational and 
decision-making paradigm to 
a flatter organizational frame-
work where decisions emerge 
from a robust sharing of in-
formation and are made at the 
lowest possible levels of the or-
ganization.”

The notable changes at the 
headquarters level include the 
creation of the following direc-
torates: Headquarters AETC 
Directorate of Intelligence, 
Analysis and Innovation, 
(A2/9); Headquarters AETC 
Directorate of Operations and 
Communications, (A3/6); and 
Headquarters AETC Director-
ate of Plans, Programs and Re-
quirements, (A5/8).

Air Force Vice Chief of Staff 
See AETC Page 19
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You Serve You Save!
We understand your  
family sacrifices too.  

They save even more!
Come to Massage Envy - 
Cordelia and get special 

Membership Rates for 
you and your family!

*Offer valid for first-time guests only. All session times include up to a total of 10 minutes for consultation and/or dressing, which occurs both pre and post service. Prices subject to change. Rates and services may vary by franchised location and session. Additional 
local taxes and fees may apply. Not all Massage Envy locations offer all services. For a specific list of services available or additional information about joining as a member, check with the specific location or see MassageEnvy.com. Each location is independently 
owned and operated. ©2018 Massage Envy Franchising. LLC. 
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Air Force announces 2019 Spark Tank finalists
Staff Sgt. Jannelle McRae

Secretary of the air force Public affairS

ARLINGTON, Va. — The Air Force 
recently announced the 2019 Spark 
Tank finalists who will showcase their 
innovative ideas to Air Force senior 
leaders Feb. 28 in Orlando, Florida, at 
the Air Force Association Air Warfare 
Symposium.

Spark Tank provides a high-profile, 

public forum to celebrate the innova-
tions of Airmen, identifies avenues to in-
crease lethality and cost-effective mod-
ernization, pushes boundaries to pursue 
future technologies, and recognizes 
problems and creative solutions. This 
year, out of 320 submissions, six finalists 
were selected and an additional proj-
ect will be highlighted at AFA due to the 
non-expense implementation.

“Spark Tank is a chance to celebrate 

our Air Force risk-takers, idea mak-
ers and entrepreneurs who refuse to 
accept the status quo, and have deter-
mined their own fate by developing so-
lutions that make it easier for us to bring 
our very best to the fight,” said Lauren 
Knausenberger, Spark Tank director.

Air Force Vice Chief of Staff Gen. 
Stephen W. Wilson chaired the 2019 
Spark Tank board to determine the 
competition’s finalists.

“We asked Airmen to innovate, and 
they delivered,” said Wilson. “This 
year’s Spark Tank candidates knocked it 
out of the park, and paring their submis-
sions down to a handful of ideas was no 
easy feat—the ingenuity of our Airmen 
never ceases to amaze me.”

During the selection board pro-
cess, senior leaders engaged in a lively 

See SPARK TANK Page 12
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US, PAF 
airmen 
exchange 
concepts

Staff Sgt. Anthony Small
Pacific air forces Public affairs

CESAR BASA AIR BASE, 
Philippines — U.S. Air Force 
members from the 113th Main-
tenance Squadron participat-
ed in a subject matter expert 
exchange with Philippine Air 
Force 430th Aircraft Mainte-
nance Group Egress personnel, 
during the Bilateral Air Con-
tingent Exchange-Philippines, 
or BACE-P, at Cesar Basa Air 
Base, Jan. 22.

“Subject matter expert ex-
changes are an important way 
for us to learn (from) and teach 
our counterparts from partner 
nations,” said U.S. Air Force 
Tech. Sgt. Ed Edens, 113th 
MXS egress systems mechan-
ic. “It’s especially important 
for egress when you have to be 
on top of your job because we 
can’t (ops) test our system. Ev-
erything that we do has to be 
perfect.”

Egress is otherwise known 
as the “last chance for life.” 
The ejection seat itself is the 
last option for an aircrew mem-
ber when it comes to surviving 
an unexpected aircraft or me-
chanical emergency. 

Egress Airmen perform a 
full visual inspection of the 
ejection system which includes 
the seat and cockpit compo-
nents. If anything is found bro-
ken or out of technical data 
specifications, it’s the egress 
technician’s job to ground the 
jet and pull the seat to repair 
the defect prior to returning 
the aircraft to flying status. 

Edens brings with him 17 
years of experience as a egress 
systems craftsman and has ex-
perienced emergency situa-
tions.

“I’ve experienced ejections 
in the past, and the first thing 
that goes through my mind, 
is did the pilot survive,” “Like” what you’re seeing! Visit Travis at FACEBOOK.com/TravisAirForceBase

See CONCEPTS Page 12



Virtual training platform 
maintains surgeons’ skills

Shireen Bedi
Air Force Surgeon generAl  

Public AFFAirS

FALLS CHURCH, Va. — It 
is vital for medical Airmen to 
continuously maintain and im-
prove their skills. To access 
more training opportunities, 
military surgeons are looking 
to virtual training platforms.

The Air Force is working 
with sister services to study a 
virtual training platform called 
Crowd-Sourced Assessment of 
Technical Skills, or C-SATS. 
C-SATS provides specialized 
training for surgeons to fur-
ther improve their specialized 
skills.

According to Maj. Joshua 
Tyler, director of robotics at 
Keesler Air Force Base, Mis-
sissippi, C-SATS lets surgeons 
receive virtual feedback on an 
objective, third-party platform. 
This unbiased feedback helps 
improve their skills.

“Basically, a panel of ex-
pert surgeons virtually reviews 
a case you submit, and (then) 
provides feedback,” said Tyler. 
“This helps our surgeons learn 
the most advanced surgical 

techniques they would other-
wise have less exposure to.”

While C-SATS shows prom-
ising results in studies with ci-
vilian surgeons, it has not yet 
been studied with military sur-
geons.

“The Department of De-
fense’s trained surgeons are 
talented and qualified, but it 
takes experience and time 
to become proficient,” said 
Army Col. Robert Lim, chief of 

Minimally Invasive Surgery at 
Tripler Army Medical Center, 
Hawaii. “The C-SATS platform 
provides additional opportuni-
ties to ensure skills are main-
tained and perfected.”

To assess C-SATS’s use on 
improving the skills and capa-
bilities of military surgeons, 
Lim and his team, including 
Tyler, received a grant from the 
Telemedicine and Advanced 
Technology Research Center 
at the U.S. Army Medical Re-
search and Materiel Command 
in December of 2017.

“The grant will look at mil-
itary surgeons recently back 
from deployment,” said Lim. 
“We are looking at surgeons 
at Keesler Air Force Base, Na-
val Base San Diego, William 
Beaumont Army Medical Cen-
ter, and Tripler Army Medical 
Center.”

One benefit of the C-SATS 
platform is that busy surgeons 
can use it on their schedule, in-
stead of waiting for training op-
portunities.

“This is especially impor-
tant for specialists who may not 
have as many opportunities to 
practice their specific skills on-
base,” said Tyler. “This plat-
form provides another way to 
ensure they can retain their 
clinical currency.”

Using C-SATS, surgeons 
submit a recording of a case 
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Sunday thru Wednesday 

Karaoke  
with Matty

Friday  
Band at Hand

Saturday  
Dirk Lang 

Band

9:30 - 1:30 Every Evening

321 MERCHANT ST. • VACAVILLE • 451-4049

308 Main Street Vacaville, CA • 707-689-5740
www.theatredeville.com

Country – Jazz

Rock – Blues

Comedy – Latin

World – R&B

Local Bands

National Acts

Tickets on sale now!

www.theatredeville.com

Friday, Feb. 1st  
7:30pm 
Locked-N-Loaded
and Curtis, Sheets,  
& Saunders

Saturday, Feb. 2nd 
8:00pm
The Best Intentions  
Motown Revue
Original Motown  
Classics, Old School,  
and R&B

Benicia Grill II
KARAOKE
NOW WED, 

THURS, 
FRI & SAT 

NIGHT!

Monday - Friday

ANY ITEM
on Special Menu

$9.99

Happy

Hour

ld

 

FREE 
With the purchase  

of 2 drinks.

Banquet 
  

available for 
any event. 

No room charge. 
Call for reservation.

Dinner Special
 

Off 
With the purchase  

of 2 drinks.
Up to $8.99 value. One coupon per 

table. Not good with any other offers 
or on Senior menu items. Must present 

coupon. Offer expires 2/28/19. 

50% Off entree of equal or lesser value. 
Not good with any other offers or on Se-
nior menu items. Must present coupon. 

Offer expires 2/28/19. 

 

KARAOKE

Visit Travis’ FACEBOOK  
page for up-to-date information.  

facebook.com/TravisAirForceBase

u.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st class Andrew D. Sarver

Airmen assigned to the 99th Medical Group perform in an orthopedic 
spine surgery at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev., Aug. 27, 2018. Having in-
house surgeons allows patients to bypass referrals downtown.

See SKILLS Page 12
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Cellular (707) 718-1989
nprice@c21mm.com
301 Dickson Hill Road, Fairfield, CA 94533

M&M and Associates

Let My Experience, Make Your 
Home Buying or Selling Experience, 

Your Best Experience!

Each Office is independently Owned and Operated

Nancy Price-Branson 
REALTOR®

Cal BRE #01426977 
CDPE, SFR, ABR, MRP, SRES

We Accept

TRICARE / TRICARE For Life
Who can be seen at our Eye Clinic?

-All Military Spouses and their Dependents with Tricare Prime,
All Retirees with Tricare Prime,

All Retirees and their Spouses with Tricare for Life / Medicare,
and All members needing Contact Lenses Prescriptions

Family Eye Doctors near Travis AFB
ATTENTION: ALL MILITARY SPOUSES
& DEPENDENTS AND ALL RETIREES,

SPOUSES & DEPENDENTS
WHY WAIT WEEKS FOR AN EYE EXAM?

Located 1 mile north of Air Base Parkway,
in the Raley’s Plaza

on the corner of N. Texas St. & Dickson Hill Rd.

80

Air Base Pkwy

Dickson Hill Road

N
. T

ex
as

Dr. Larry Huey • Dr. Don Hsiao
Optometrists

Travis Family Optometry
301 Dickson Hill Road Ste. B

Fairfield, CA 94533
(707) 437-9600

Training nears for KC-46 students
Airman 1st Class  

Jeremy Wentworth
97th Air Mobility Wing Public AffAirs

ALTUS AIR FORCE BASE, 
Okla. — The 56th Air Refueling 
Squadron has been training the 
past few months to ensure they 
are ready for the arrival of the 
KC-46 Pegasus. 

While simulators are useful, 
scheduling and usage can cre-
ate delays that slow the process 
of training. That is where part-
task trainers, or PTTs come 
into play.

A PTT is a simple comput-
er simulator that allows opera-
tors to run through checklists 
and hone their skills without a 
large simulation or even flying 
an actual aircraft. The simu-
lator consists of multiple digi-
tal screens, which recreate the 
cockpit of a KC-46. In prepa-
ration for the KC-46 arrival, 
members of the 56th ARS have 
been training on the PTT to be 
as prepared as possible.

“The training was used to 
teach 56 ARS members how to 
operate the PTT for the boom 
and pilot systems,” said Tech. 
Sgt. Jonathan Mellon, a boom 
operator assigned to the 56th 
ARS. “We will use this training 
as a way to help our cadre be-
come proficient in both normal 
and non-normal procedures as 

a way to prepare ourselves for 
aircraft delivery and student 
production.”

The first batch of 56 ARS in-
structors were certified last 
month. This training gives in-
structors the ability to operate 
the PTT for use in teaching fu-
ture students who will eventu-
ally become boom operators in 
the operational world.

“This training will also al-
low us to take the cadre over to 
the device to not only let them 
practice procedures but get 
them trained on how the device 
operates,” said Mellon. “They 
will then be able to take others 

over to utilize the device.”
A large benefit of the PTT 

is saving money. Since no tra-
ditional maintenance or repair 
is required for the trainer, this 
creates an additional and more 
cost effective way to teach stu-
dents.

“This device is a great way 
for us to help develop not only 
our proficiency but give anoth-
er avenue for us to teach stu-
dents,” said Mellon. “The de-
vice is more advanced than 
legacy platform trainers and 
helps provide more realistic 
training without having to uti-
lize a simulator or aircraft.”

79th RQS awarded 
top squadron honor

Airman Frankie D. Moore
355th Wing Public AffAirs

DAVIS-MONTHAN AIR 
FORCE BASE, Ariz. — The 
79th Rescue Squadron earned 
for the first time in its histo-
ry the That Others May Live 
Foundation Rescue Squadron 
of the Year Award in 2018.

This annual award is pre-
sented to an active duty, Air 
National Guard or Air Force 
Reserve rescue unit that 
scores the highest in the cate-
gories of mission events, com-
bat effectiveness, squadron 
accomplishments and com-
munity relations.

“It is very difficult to select 
a winner for this award,” said 

Heidi Meisterling, TOMLF 
Board of Directors member. 
“These rescue squadrons’ 
missions dictate that they be 
the best of the best, and it is 
our job as board members to 
determine which squadron 
rises above the others for that 
given year.”

From July 2017 to June 
2018 the 79th RQS performed 
various stateside and de-
ployed combat, humanitar-
ian and training missions. 
Some of these operations in-
cluded the facilitation of over 
300 Texan evacuations and 
over 1,400 saves during the 
aftermath of Hurricane Har-
vey, readying three aircraft 

u.s. Air force photo/senior Airman Jackson n. haddon

Instructors assigned to the 56th Air Refueling Squadron test the new KC-
46 Pegasus PTT simulator, Dec. 20, 2018, at Altus Air Force Base, Okla.

See HONOR Page 12
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Texas teen first graduate 
of Cadet Wings Program

Air Force News Service

MAXWELL AIR FORCE 
BASE, Ala. – Emma Herrington 
became the first Civil Air Patrol 
cadet to earn her private pilot’s 
certificate through the new Ca-
det Wings program Jan. 24. 

The Cadet Wings Program is 
part of the organization’s Youth 
Aviation Initiative funded by the 
Air Force.

Herrington, a Texas Wing ca-
det, earned her certificate af-
ter passing her Federal Avia-
tion Administration private pilot 
practical test. It’s an early birth-
day present: She turns 18 Feb. 1.

She first took to the skies in 
childhood, with her father, a pi-
lot, an airframe and powerplant 
mechanic and owner of an air-
craft ignition repair station.

“Aviation is the family trade,” 
Herrington explained. “These 
factors, combined with a fasci-
nation with anything that flew, 
nudged me in the right direc-
tion. I was 4 when I first started 
flying with my dad and I’ve been 
hooked ever since.

“Flying is a sensation un-
like anything else I’ve ever 

experienced – I love every as-
pect, from rotation to the chirp 
of the tires on the pavement. It’s 
my happy place. I love seeing 
the world from a different angle, 
something many people don’t 
ever get to experience.”

A passion for flight
With this passion for flight, 

Civil Air Patrol was a natural 
fit for Herrington. She is a cadet 
chief master sergeant with the 
Texas Wing’s Sulphur Springs 
Composite Squadron and is on 
her way to becoming a cadet 
second lieutenant.

She joined the Sulphur 
Springs squadron in April 2017, 
at age 16, drawn by the com-
mander’s enthusiasm for her 
aviation aspirations and the fact 
the unit has a Cessna 172.

“I knew CAP flew missions, 
but I didn’t know you could train 
out of CAP aircraft, so when ori-
entation flights were first men-
tioned, I was ecstatic,” she said.

“I had no idea my first flight 
with CAP would lead to many 
more. O-flights are the most 

Civil Air Patrol photo

Emma Herrington, a Civil Air Patrol cadet, holds her temporary airman 
certificate after a recent successful flight at Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala.

See GRADUATE Page 12
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You Served. 
You Save.

Save with Military Discounts from these fine businesses!

Spring Medical Clinic Vacaville

1671 E. Monte Vista
Suite #213
Vacaville
(707) 999-4602

www.healthyweightlossvacaville.com

SELF STORAGE OF VACAVILLE

Military Discounts
Climate Controlled
201 Leisure Town Road
Vacaville, CA
707-368-4933

SelfStorageOfVacaville.com

NORTH BAY TRUCK 
CENTER

1245 Illinois St
Fairfield, Ca
94533
(707) 427-1386

www.northbaytruckcenter.com

MITCHELL’S
HAULING, CLEANING, ORGANIZING, 

PACKING, & HOUSE CLEANING

Suisun City, 
CA 94585
(707) 386-1312
Lic. #22444 
Insured

DIXON LANDSCAPE 
MATERIALS

150 E. H St.
Dixon, CA 95620
(707) 678-8200

www.dixonlandscapematerials.com

CAL ROOFING SYSTEMS
Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 447-3132
Lic. #560708

www.calroofingsystems.com

Family owned and operated.
Owner…Don Westhaver,
Over 45 Years Experience
Proud Military Parents

First Time Customers:
Bring ad in for visual 26 pt inspection

Follow Travis on TWITTER at @Travis60AMW

Mildenhall hosts USAFE 
resilience trainer course
Airman 1st Class Brandon Esau
100th Air refueling Wing Public AffAirs

ROYAL AIR FORCE 
MILDENHALL, United King-
dom — RAF Mildenhall host-
ed a Master Resiliency Trainer 
certification course for members 
across U.S. Air Forces in Europe 

Air Forces Africa Jan. 14-18.
The course was held with the 

purpose of increasing resilience 
awareness and training and in-
spired by the Air Force initiative 
to create a culture where mem-
bers are comfortable seeking 
and receiving assistance within 
their communities.
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explained Edens. “Job satis-
faction comes from ensuring 
the pilots are safe and we did 
our jobs well.”

Philippine Air Force Tech. 
Sgt. Roderick Domingo, 430th 
Aircraft Maintenance Group 
Egress systems craftsman, has 
21 years of experience taking 
care of exit systems that guide 
pilots safely to the ground in 
case of an emergency.

“The exchange is a good 
opportunity to see the differ-
ence between (our two na-
tions’) systems,” said Domin-
go. “It’s also good to talk with 

other egress members.”
Although ejections are 

rare, aircrews members must 
be able to rely on the egress 
Airmen’s skill and dedication 
to help ensure their safe re-
turn when met with a worst-
case scenario. When all else 
fails, egress prevails.

The subject matter ex-
pert exchange is part of the 
seventh iteration of BACE-
P established by U.S. Pa-
cific Command and execut-
ed by Headquarters Pacific 
Air Forces. These exchang-
es provide the opportunity for 
U.S. and Philippine air forc-
es to share best practices and 
deepen professional under-
standing and relationships.

Concepts
From Page 7

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Anthony Small

Tech Sgt. Ed Edens, left, 113th Maintenance Squadron Egress system 
mechanic, and Philippine Air Force Tech. Sgt. Roderick Domingay, 
430th Aircraft Maintenance Group Egress system supervisor, 
perform a visual inspection of an F-16 Fighting Falcon during the 
Bilateral Air Contingent Exchange-Philippines Jan. 22 at Cesar Basa 
Air Base, Philippines.

discussion, addressing the 
need for specific capabilities 
as well as concerns of safety, 
policy, Air Force-wide imple-
mentation, technical feasibil-
ity and scalability.

Airmen submitted ideas 
via the Air Force Ideation 
Platform and were able to 
vote and comment on submis-
sions. Key themes included 
automation, workforce devel-
opment, readiness, mainte-
nance innovation and connec-
tivity.

The finalists will receive 

funding and other resourc-
es to implement their inno-
vations. The Air Force Spark 
Tank winner will also receive 
a trophy, and the member’s 
unit will display the Spark 
Tank championship cup on 
behalf of the unit until unseat-
ed at a future competition.

Secretary of the Air Force 
Heather Wilson began the Air 
Force’s Spark Tank competi-
tion in 2017 with a goal to “un-
leash the innovative capacity 
of our Airmen.”

The competition is co-host-
ed by the Airmen Powered by 
Innovation program and the 
AFWERX innovation ecosys-
tem.

Spark Tank
From Page 6

they have completed, after re-
moving any identifiable patient 
information. The development 
team at C-SATS will then edit 
the video file into key steps of 
the procedure and send it to ex-
pert reviewers familiar with 
the procedure.

One of those expert review-
ers is Tyler.

“Not only do we take great 
care to ensure patient privacy, 

but we also ensure the sur-
geon that performs the opera-
tion and the reviewers remain 
anonymous,” said Tyler. “The 
expert surgeons will then score 
the video on key areas such as 
how well the surgeon used their 
hands, how well they manipu-
lated the tissue, or assess their 
pace. The surgeon gets feed-
back on a very granular lev-
el, specifying the exact second 
where a surgeon could improve 
their technique.”

As Tyler explains, C-SATS 
has the potential to be an in im-
portant tool that supports full 

spectrum medical readiness by 
maintaining currency and im-
proving skills.

“C-SATS has had tremen-
dous success in improving 
skills and patient outcomes 
in the private sector, and we 
want to know how this plat-
form can work for our military 
surgeons,” said Tyler. “This 
platform can provide military 
surgeons an additional oppor-
tunity to stay up-to-date on ad-
vanced techniques and receive 
additional support with new in-
novations like surgical robot-
ics.”

Skills
From Page 8

commanders and 40 ground 
troops for a Marine expedition-
ary unit deployment, and lead-
ing a personnel recovery task 
force that saved two partnered 
forces and captured seven high 
value individuals.

“Our primary mission is to 
support combatant command-
ers’ objectives, and we ac-
complish that through com-
bat search and rescue,” said Lt. 
Col. Matthew Stueck, 79th RQS 
director of operations. “While 
this allows us to provide for the 
military, we also work to give 

back to the community as well.”
Through participating in 

several community events, 
such as blood drives and volun-
teering for events like the Red-
ington Pass cleanup, the 79th 
RQS has improved the overall 
community cohesiveness of Da-
vis-Monthan AFB.

Though the 79th RQS 
proved to be the top Air Force 
rescue squadron of 2018, they 
do not let that prestige cloud 
their intentions.

“We gave ourselves a pat on 
the back, shared memories of 
the great things that happened 
the previous year and got right 
back to work after receiving the 
news,” said Stueck. “It’s great 

that we were recognized for our 
efforts, but we don’t do what we 
do to be recognized. Every res-
cue squadron out there plays 
a huge part in our line of work 
and we are all part of the same 
team.”

Thanks to their outstand-
ing accomplishments, the 79th 
RQS has proven to be the top 
rescue squadron in the Air 
Force for 2018 and will contin-
ue their legacy of excellence for 
years to come.

The mention of the nonprofit 
organization That Others May 
Live does not constitute en-
dorsement or affiliation by Da-
vis-Monthan Air Force Base or 
the U.S. Air Force.

Honor
From Page 9

important part of a cadet’s jour-
ney through CAP, and most im-
portantly, they are free.”

Opportunity to Fly With CAP
After taking advantage of all 

five orientation flights offered to 
cadets, Herrington attended the 
Shirley Martin Powered Flight 
Academy in Nacogdoches, Tex-
as, one of CAP’s national flight 
academies. Through the Martin 
academy, she received the op-
portunity to achieve her dream 
of earning her private pilot’s 
certificate in the Cadet Wings 
program.

An important part of Cadet 
Wings is acceptance is based 
entirely on merit and motiva-
tion, Herrington said. “It gives 
aviation-crazy cadets who have 
drive and discipline the chance 
to get their license. It’s the an-
swer for those who cannot af-
ford flight training but are 

desperate to fly.
“The best thing about Cadet 

Wings is that you’re trained to 
fly CAP aircraft and all expens-
es are covered. Without the help 
of Cadet Wings, I would have 
been unable to afford my flight 
training – sadly, this is a problem 
many cadets face,” she said.

Cadet Wings is just one 
of many amazing opportuni-
ties that can be found nowhere 
else, Herrington added. “I rec-
ommend CAP to every teen I 
know,” she said. “CAP changed 
my life, and I think that’s some-
thing everyone should experi-
ence. Aspiring aviators especial-
ly should take advantage of the 
Cadet Wings program, as the op-
portunity for a full paid ride is 
once in a lifetime.”

High-achieving cadet
Although Herrington joined 

CAP at 16 rather than the earli-
est eligible age, 12, she has more 
than made up the lost time. Hon-
or Cadet of the 2017 Texas Wing 
summer encampment, Honor 

Cadet of the 2017 Southwest Re-
gion Honor Academy, Air Force 
Association Cadet of the Year 
for her squadron and a distin-
guished graduate of the 2018 
powered flight academy, she is 
also her squadron’s cadet com-
mander.

“All of my greatest achieve-
ments have been through Civ-
il Air Patrol – but the most re-
warding is getting my private 
pilot’s license,” Herrington said. 
“I’ve been fortunate to achieve 
much in the short time I’ve been 
involved, something others can 
do, too.

“I like the fact CAP is what 
you make it,” she added. “The 
organization is overflowing with 
opportunities for all interests, all 
the while teaching important life 
lessons. The cadet program is 
geared toward the benefit of ca-
dets and helping them find suc-
cess whenever you join. CAP is 
a robust organization full of op-
portunities. It offers leadership 
positions no other organization 
does.”

Graduate
From Page 10
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Chief rolls with tire shop

1) Airman 1st Class Juston Alcantra, 60th Maintenance Squadron, consults the information on a computer screen while performing a calibration equipment check at 
the 60th MXS precision measurement equipment laboratory Jan. 25 at Travis Air Force Base, Calif. The PMEL shop ensures test equipment meets required standards. 2) 
Tech. Sgt. Andrew Schwan, left, 60th MXS, takes Chief Master Sgt. Derek Crowder, 60th Air Mobility Wing command chief, on a walkthrough of the hydraulic back shop 
during Leadership Rounds Jan. 25 at Travis Air Force Base, Calif. The Leadership Rounds program involves wing leadership interacting with Airmen to get a detailed view 
of each mission performed at Travis. 3) Staff Sgt. Angelika Kassel, 60th MXS precision measurement equipment laboratory technician, inputs data into a laptop.

4) Tech. Sgt. Kolin Browder, left, 60th 
Maintenance Squadron, takes Chief 
Master Sgt. Derek Crowder, 60th Air 
Mobility Wing command chief, on a 
walkthrough of the wheel and tire shop 
during Leadership Rounds Jan. 25 at 
Travis Air Force Base, Calif. 5) Airman 
1st Class Mackenzie Cassel, 60th 
MXS, does calculations performing a 
calibration equipment check at the 60th 
MXS precision measurement equipment 
laboratory. 6) Tech. Sgt. Andrew Schwan, 
left, 60th Maintenance Squadron, 
takes Crowder on a walkthrough of the 
hydraulic back shop during Leadership 
Rounds Jan. 25 at Travis. The Leadership 
Rounds program involves wing leadership 
interacting with Airmen to get a detailed 
view of each mission performed at Travis.

U.S. Air Force photos by Heide Couch
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Photocopying of military identification. 
The prohibition of photocopying of U.S. 
government identification Common Access Card 
announced by the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense, dated Oct. 27, 2011, does 
not apply to medical establishments, applying for 
government-issued, no-fee passport and other 
U.S. government agencies in the performance of 
official government business. This requirement 
does not apply to minors ages 16 or younger. How-
ever, it applies to sponsors. For more information, 
call 707-424-5324.

Professional Loadmaster Association. 
The Professional Loadmaster Association meets 
at 7 p.m. the first Tuesday of each month at the 
Delta Breeze Club. For more information, call 
Mark Raymond at 707-416-5331.

Retiree Activities Office. Openings for 
volunteers. Customers are retired American 
service members and their family members. It is 
the RAO’s responsibility to maintain open 
communication and to ensure retirees receive 
the service and the respect they deserve. If you 
would like to apply for a volunteer slot and have 
three hours or more to give, call 707-424-3905.

Solano/Napa Habitat for Humanity. 
This organization welcomes volunteers and 
supporters from all backgrounds. There are 
recurring events Tuesday through Saturday. For 
more information, email Staff Sgt. Mathew 
Clayton at mathew.clayton@us.af.mil.

Travis Community Thrift Shop. 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday. Ongoing need 
for volunteers to organize, sort and price 
donations. For more information, contact the 
Thrift Shop at 707-437-2370.

Travis Composite Squadron 22 Civil Air 
Patrol. Open to youth from 12 to 18, as well as 
adults ages 18 or older who train and serve as 
the volunteer component of the total force. UTA 
is 6:30 to 9 p.m. Monday, Bldg. 241-B -2. Open 
to all students with a 2.0 or higher grade-point av-
erage. For more information, contact CAP 1st Lt. 
Jo Nash at 707-424-3996 or recruiting@
squadron22-cap.us, visit during a UTA or check 
out http://squadron22-cap.us.

Travis Air Force Base Heritage Center. 
Open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday, Building 80, 461 Burgan Blvd., Travis 
Air Force Base. Escorts required for general 
public, call center to arrange. Free. 424-5598, 
www.travisheritagecenter.org.

Travis Legal Office. Power of attorney and 
notaries are walk-ins 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday,  
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday. Legal assistance for 
active duty members and dependents are 

walk-ins from 2 to 3 p.m. Tuesday. For all wills 
and retiree legal assistance, call 707-424-3251 to 
make an appointment.

Tuskegee Airman Lee A. Archer 
Chapter. Meets at 3 p.m. the third Saturday of 
the month at the Airman and Family Readiness 
Center.

Voluntary Leave Transfer Program. The 
following Travis employees are approved as leave 
recipients through the Voluntary Leave Transfer 
Program:

•  Erin Dunniway, 60th Operations Support 
Squadron.

The VLTP allows an employee who has a 
medical emergency or is affected by a medical 
emergency of a family member and is without 
availability of paid leave to receive transferred 
annual leave directly from other employees. For 
more information, call 707-424-1720.

What’s Cookin’ Wednesday. Free lunch at 
the Travis AFB USO Bldg. 1348. Served from  
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. every Wednedsay. For active 
duty, Guard, reservist and their families.

Local events
Events

Empress Theatre. Super Bowl LIII Party, 
1 p.m. Feb. 3; 330 Virginia St., Vallejo. 
552-2400, www.empresstheatre.org.

“Sounds of Suspense.” Radio broadcast, 
noon fourth Friday of each month, Vacaville 
Public Library-Town Square, 1 Town Square 
Place. Free. www.solanolibrary.com.

Vallejo Art Walk. 5 to 10 p.m. second 
Friday of each month, downtown Vallejo. Free 
admission. www.vallejoartwalk.com.

Vallejo Farmers Market. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturdays, year-round, Georgia and Marin 
streets. www.pcfma.com.

Vintage Market. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. every 
third Saturday, St. Paul’s United Methodist 
Church, 101 West St., Vacaville. 925-978-6989..

Music and dance
16th Annual Rodriguez Winter Review. 

8 a.m. Feb. 2, Rodriguez High School, 5000 
Red Top Road, Fairfield. www.rhseu.org/
winterreview2019.

Chamber Music at Rancho Flaubert. 
Telegraph String Quartet, 3 p.m. Feb. 17; 7059 
Bucktown Lane, Vacaville. www.sites.google.
com/view/cmarf/home.

City Sports Bar and Grill. Music begins 
at 9 p.m.: Blackrock Project, Feb. 1-2; Ghost 

Town Rebellion, Feb. 8; 7155 Browns Valley 
Parkway, Vacaville. 455-7827, www.
starsrecreation.com.

Downtown Theatre. Solano Symphony 
Orchestra: Salute to Youth, 8 p.m. Feb. 9; 1035 
Texas St., Fairfield. www.downtowntheatre.com.

Empress Theatre. Mama’s Soup, 8 p.m. 
Feb. 1; Stroll Down Penny Lane, 8 p.m. Feb. 2; 
Terry Hiatt Trio, 7:30 p.m. Feb. 6; West Coast 
Songwriters Competition, 7:30 p.m. Feb. 11; 
Joyce Grant Returns, 7:30 p.m. Feb. 13; An 
Evening of Romantic Tunes with Megan and the 
Heartbeats, 7:30 p.m. Feb. 14; Smooth Jazz 
Valentine Show with Najee, 8 p.m. Feb. 16; 330 
Virginia St., Vallejo. 552-2400, www.
empresstheatre.org.

First Street Cafe. Doug Houser, 7 p.m. 
Feb. 1; Open Mic Night!, 7 p.m. Feb. 2; Kale 
Alderson, 7 p.m. Feb. 8; 440 First St., Benicia. 
745-1400, www.firststreetcafe.com.

The Rellik Tavern. Live music begins at 9 
p.m. Friday and Saturday; 726 First St., Benicia. 
746-1137, www.therelliktavern.com.

Solano Symphony. Salute to Youth, 8 
p.m. Feb. 9, Downtown Theatre, 1035 Texas St., 
Fairfield; 3 p.m. Feb. 10, Vacaville Performing 
Arts Theatre, 1010 Ulatis Drive. www.
solanosymphony.org.

Solano Winds. 8 p.m. March 8, Downtown 
Theatre, 1035 Texas St., Fairfield. www.solanow-
inds.org.

Theatre Deville. Best Intentions, 8 p.m. 
Feb. 2; Salsa Night with Orquesta de la Isla, 8 
p.m. Feb. 8; Dakila, 8 p.m. Feb. 9; Pride and 
Joy, 8 p.m. Feb. 16; 308 Main St., Vacaville. 
www.theatredeville.com.

Vacaville Performing Arts Theatre. Joe 
Nichols, 8 p.m. Feb. 15; Blue Oyster Cult, 7 
p.m. March 17; 1010 Ulatis Drive. 469-4013, 
www.vpat.net.

Vallejo Jazz Society. Jeff Massanari & 
Kenny Washington, 5 p.m. March 17, Empress 
Theatre, 330 Virginia St., Vallejo. 552-2400, 
http://vallejojazzsociety.net.

Vallejo Symphony. 3 p.m. Feb. 10, 
Empress Theatre, 330 Virginia St., Vallejo. www.
vallejosymphony.org.

Places to go
BackRoad Vines. Bocce and food truck, 6 

p.m. every Friday, open 1 to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, Saturday and Sunday, 4 to 8 
p.m. Friday, 221 Julian Lane, Fairfield. www.
backroadvines.com.

Benicia Capitol State Historic Park. 
Open noon to 4 p.m. Thursday, 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Friday through Sunday, 115 W. G St. 
745-3385, www.parks.ca.gov.

Children’s Wonderland. Open 11 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, 360 Glenn St., 
Vallejo. 980-0004.

Galvan Family Cellars. Open noon to 5 
p.m. Saturday and Sunday, 499 Edison Court, 
Suite B, Fairfield. www.galvanwine.com.

GV Cellars. Wine tasting, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
daily, 1635 Mason Road, Fairfield. 864-2089.

Il Fiorello Olive Oil Co. Tasting and tours, 
1 to 5 p.m. daily, 2625 Mankas Corner Road, 
Fairfield. 864-1529, www.ilfiorello.com.

Imagine That!� Open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Sunday, 848-B Alamo Drive, Vacaville. 
474-5317, www.imaginethatvacaville.org.

Jelly Belly. Free tours, open 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. daily, 1 Jelly Belly Lane, Fairfield. 
428-2838, www.jellybelly.com.

Mangels Vineyards. Open noon to 5 p.m. 
Friday through Sunday, 4529 Suisun Valley 
Road, Fairfield. 410-5392.

Sepay Groves. Open from 10 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. Monday through Saturday, noon to 4 p.m. 
Sunday, 70 Chadbourne Road, Fairfield. www.
sepayoliveoil.com, 434-8222.

Seven Artisans Winery. The Rhythm 
Method 4, 2 p.m. Feb. 2; The Charlie Wade 
Blues Band, Feb. 9; Hey Jude, Feb. 16; The 
Black Rock Project, Feb. 23; tasting room open 
1 to 5 p.m. Thursday, 1 to 7 p.m. Friday, 1 to 5 
p.m. Sunday, 4341 Abernathy Road, Fairfield. 
771-0911, www.sevenartisanswinery.com.

Six Flags Discovery Kingdom. Open 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m. weekends; 1001 Fairgrounds 
Drive, Vallejo. www.sixflags.com/discoveryking-
dom.

Stars Recreation Center. Bowling, QZar 
laser tag, happy hour, open 24 hours daily, 155 
Browns Valley Parkway, Vacaville. www.
starsrecreation.com, 455-7827.

Suisun Valley Wine Cooperative. Tasting 
room open noon to 5 p.m. Thursday through 
Sunday, 4495 Suisun Valley Road, Fairfield. 
864-3135.

Vezer Family Vineyard. Open 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday, Blue Victorian, 5071 Suisun Valley Road, 
and Mankas Gardens, 2522 Mankas Corner 
Road, Fairfield. www.vezerfamilyvineyard.com.

Vino Godfather Winery. Cut Loose, 2 
p.m. Feb. 16; 500 Walnut Ave., Mare Island. 
www.vinogodfather.com.

Wooden Valley Winery. Open 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. daily, 4756 Suisun Valley Road, Fairfield. 
864-0730, www.woodenvalley.com..

Theater
“Disney’s Aladdin Jr.” 7 p.m. Feb. 1, 2 

and 7 p.m. Feb. 2, Downtown Theatre, 1035 
Texas St., Fairfield. www.downtowntheatre.com.

Art exhibits
ArtPhit. Open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Wednesday through Saturday, 726 Texas St., 
Fairfield. 439-3573.

Arts Benicia. “The Art of a Community,” 
through Feb. 24; open noon to 5 p.m. 
Wednesday through Sunday during exhibitions, 
991 Taylor St., Suite 114, Benicia. Free. 
747-0130, www.artsbenicia.org.

Benicia Plein Air Gallery. Rolando 
Barrero is featured through Feb. 3; open 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Thursday through Sunday, 307 First 
St., Benicia. 495-2940, www.beniciapleinair.
com.

El Comalito Collective. Open 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Friday through Sunday, 302 Georgia St., 
Vallejo. www.elcomalitocollective.com.

Fairfield-Suisun Visual Arts Associa-
tion Gallery. “Love,” through Feb. 24; open 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Wednesday through Sunday, 
Solano Town Center, 1350 Travis Blvd., Suite 
D8, Fairfield. 688-8889, www.fvaa-arts.org.

Gallery 621. Open noon to 3 p.m. 
Thursday, noon to 6 p.m. Friday through 
Sunday, 309 First St., Benicia. 297-6960, www.
gallery621.com.

Georgia Galleria. Open 3 to 8 p.m. 
weekdays, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturdays, 419 
Georgia St., Suite 15, Vallejo. www.facebook.
com/womenandminorityartistart.

Chapel programs
News notes

Position available. The Travis AFB 
Protestant parish coordinator position requires 
highly motivated applicants with experience 
coordinating workflow, advertising and 
programing in large organizations. Contact the 
Twin Peaks Chapel at 424-3217 for bid 
documents, including a copy of the Statement of 
Work. Bids are due to the Twin Peaks Chapel 
office by noon Feb. 19. For more information, 
contact Capt. Kevin Hostettler at 707-424-4633.

Recurring events
Catholic

Twin Peaks Chapel
• Roman Catholic Mass: 9 a.m. and noon 

Sunday.
• Children’s Church: 10:15 a.m. Sunday.
• Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession: 

4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Wednesday or upon 
appointment.

• Infant Baptism Prep Class: Two classes. 
Registration required. 6 to 7 p.m., quarterly.

• Youth Choir: 1 p.m. Sunday.
• Children’s Choir: 2 p.m. Sunday.
• Adult Choir: 4 p.m. Sunday.
• Women’s Bible Study: 10 a.m. (at First 

Street Chapel).
• Catholic Women of the Chapel: 6 p.m. 

first Monday of every month, Annex.
• Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults: 6 to  

7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Annex.
• RE Classes: 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. Sunday, 

RE Wing.
First Street Chapel

• Mom’s Group: 9 to 11:30 a.m. Thursday 
and Friday.

DGMC Chapel
• Roman Catholic Mass: Noon to 12:35 

p.m. Monday through Thursday, except for 
federal holidays.

The Church of Jesus Christ  
of Latter-day Saints

• Sacrament Services: 9 and 11 a.m. 
Sunday at Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints Fairfield Stake Center, 2700 Camrose 
Ave., Fairfield. 

DGMC Chapel
• Latter-day Saints Service: 4 to 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday at DGMC Medical Center Chapel.
• For all other inquiries, call LDS  

Military relations representatives at 707-535-
6979.

Protestant
First Street Chapel

• Protestant Community Service: 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m. Sunday.

• Gospel Worship Service: 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Sunday.

• Children’s Ministry is provided for 
6-month-olds through fifth grade.

• Protestant Men of the Chapel: 8 to 9 a.m., 
first Saturday of every month.

Twin Peaks Chapel
• Protestant Women of the Chapel:  

9:30 to 11 a.m. Tuesday.
DGMC Chapel

• Protestant Traditional Service: 10 to 11 
a.m. Sunday.

Airmen’s Ministry Center
• The Peak is open from 5:30 p.m. to 9 

p.m. Monday through Friday at Bldg. 1348. 
Home-cooked meal from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays followed by Bible study.

u u u
For more information about chapel 

programs, call Twin Peaks Chapel at 707-424-
3217.

Recurring
Air Force Office of Special Investigations. 

To report a crime, get a foreign travel brief or 
request information on joining AFOSI, report to 
Bldg. 380B, second floor. Send correspondence to 
AFOSI Detachment 303, 510 Airlift CR, Travis AFB, 
94535. For more information, call 707-424-3115 or 
DSN: 837-3115.

Air Force Recruiting Office. Now open at 
the Solano Town Center mall. Learn more about 
what the Air Force has to offer, such as up to 
100-percent tuition assistance, 30 days paid 
vacation per year, free medical and dental care, 
tax-free housing and food allowance and much 
more. Contact Tech. Sgt. George Yardley at 
707-889-3088 or stop by the office located at 
1350 Travis Blvd., Suite P2, Fairfield, in the Solano 
mall.

Air Force Sergeants Association “Walter 
E. Scott” Chapter 1320. General membership 
meetings are at 2 p.m. the second Friday of every 
month at Wingman’s in the Delta Breeze Club. For 
more information, contact Senior Master Sgt. 
Angell Nichols or Tech. Sgt. Rebecca Linden de 
Romero.

Airmen’s Attic. The Airmen’s Attic is open 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday and Thursday and 
4 to 6 p.m. Wednesday. 560 Hickam Ave. For more 
information, call 707-424-8740 or visit the 
Facebook page “The Attic at Travis AFB.”

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group. 
Meetings take place from 1 to 2:30 p.m. the third 
Thursday of the month in the diabetic education 
classroom on the first floor in Internal Medicine at 
David Grant USAF Medical Center. For more 
information, call 707-423-7227.

Base emergency numbers. Mobile phone 
users must dial 707-424-4911 if they have an emer-
gency on base. Those using government or home 
phones can call 911. For more information, call the 
Travis Air Force Base Fire Prevention Office at 
707-424-3683.

Base illicit discharge number. To report 
sewage/water leaks or illegal dumping, call 
707-424-2575. For hazardous chemical/material 
spills, call the base emergency numbers.

Civilian Health Promotion Services. Will 
perform free wellness screenings from 7:30 to 9:30 
a.m. every Monday for all DoD federal civilians. 
Screenings include cholesterol, glucose, blood pres-
sure and body composition analysis. For more 
information, visit www.AFMCwellness.com or 
contact CHPS at 707-424-CHPS or CHPSTravis@
foh.hhs.gov.

Crisis text line. Free, confidential, 24/7 coun-
seling for teens and young adults. Text 741-741 
anywhere in the United States and a live, trained 
crisis counselor responds quickly.

Employee-Vehicle Certification and 

Reporting System. Civilian and military 
personnel must maintain emissions information 
with the Web-based ECARS system. For more 
information, call Xuyen Lieu at 707-424-5103.

Exceptional Family Member Program 
Sensory Play Group. This group meets from 2 to 
4 p.m. the second and fourth Wednesdays at the 
Balfour Beatty Community Center. For more 
information, call 707-424-4342 or visit the 
Facebook page “EFMP Travis AFB.”

Family Advocacy Parent/Child play 
groups. Toddlers to the Max play group for 
children ages 1 to 3 meets from 9:30 to  
11 a.m. Wednesdays at the First Street Chapel 
Annex. The Rattles to Raspberries play group for 
infants 8 weeks to 1 year meets 9:30 to 11 a.m. 
Thursdays at the First Street Chapel Annex. For 
more information, call 707-423-5168. 

Family and Friends Combat Stress Peer 
Support Group. Meets from noon to  
1 p.m. the first Tuesday of every month at the 
Balfour Beatty Community Center and from  
1 to 2 p.m. the third Thursday of each month at 
The Peak. For more information, contact Amber 
Quirate and Jessica Soto at 501-231-7756 or email 
travsopcombatptsd@gmail.com.

Government no-fee passports. All 
submissions of applications for government no-fee 
passports must now include: 1) A photocopy of 
Military Identification Card front and back; 2) 
Passport photo taken in the past six months; 3) 
Supporting document(s), proof of U.S. citizenship 
certified copy with state or county seal, if it involved 
a name change submit a court order or marriage 
certificate. Passport application cannot be 
handwritten and printed back to back and must be 
completed online with 2D barcode at website 
https://pptform.state.gov and/or https://travel.
state.gov. For more information, call 707-424-5324.

Hometown News Releases. To submit  
a Hometown News Release, visit  
https://jhns.release.dma.mil/public and fill out the 
information.

Mare Island Museum. Open 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Monday through Friday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturdays. 1100 Railroad Ave. in Vallejo. For more 
information, call 707-557-4646.

M-50 Gas Mask Fit Testing. Takes place 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. every Wednesday at Bldg. 
791. All deployers are fit as necessary. For more 
information, call 707-424-2689.

Mitchell Memorial Library. Open 9 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and closed 
Sunday.

Montezuma Shrine Club. Meets every third 
Thursday of the month at the Masonic Center, 412 
Travis Blvd., Fairfield. For more information, call 
Mike Michaelis at 707-427-2573 or Cal Gitsham at 
707-425-0060.

MPF self-renewal program. Did you know 
that dependents can now renew their ID cards 
online? To participate in this program, visit http://
bit.ly/2mR1gI2. This program is limited only for 
renewing dependents’ IDs. For all other services, 
visit MPF during duty hours or call 707-424-8483.

On-base child care. The Air Force requires 
on-base residents to be licensed by the 60th 
Mission Support Group if they provide more than 
10 hours of care per week in their homes. For more 
information, call 707-424-8104 or 707-424-4596 
or stop by Bldg. 380B.
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Here are the showtimes for this weekend’s 
movies at the Base Theater:

Today
• 6:30 p.m. “Second Act” (PG-13)
• 9 p.m. “Holmes & Watson” (PG-13)

Saturday
• 6:30 p.m. “Escape Room” (PG-13)
• 9 p.m. “Once Upon a Deadpool” (PG-13)

For more information about the Reel Time 
program, visit https://bit.ly/2JG2nDU.

Retiree Corner
National Aviation museum 
announces art contest

dAytoN, ohio — the 
National museum of the 
u.s. Air force’s 36th An-
nual student Aviation Art 
Competition will be open on 
march 1 to students from 
around the country.

the theme for this year’s 
competition focuses on the 
fact that July 2019 marks 

50 years since humans first 
walked on any surface oth-
er than planet earth. on 
July 20, 1969, as part of 
the Apollo 11 mission, Neil 
Armstrong took that “giant 
leap” onto the surface of the 
moon.

for more information, 
visit www.nationalmuseum.
af.mil.

— National Museum  
of the U.S. Air Force
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STR8TS
No. 423 Tough

7 8 2 3
5 9 3 6 4 2 8 7

5 6 2 4 3 7 8
6 4 5 8 9
4 2 1 5 3 7 6

1 2 6 5 4 3
2 3 8 9 7 6 5
1 4 5 6 7 8 9 3 2

6 7 8 9 5 4

6

1
9
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How to beat Str8ts – 
Like Sudoku, no single number can 
repeat in any row or column. But... 
rows and columns are divided by black 
squares into compartments. These 
need to be filled in with numbers that 
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set 
of numbers with no gaps but can be in 
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black 
cells remove that number as an option 
in that row and column, and are not part 
of any straight. Glance at the solution to 
see how ‘straights’ are formed.

Previous solution - Medium

You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com

6 8
2 5
5 6 9 4

4 6 8 7
6 5 1 3

8 3 7 6
4 9 6 5

8 7
2 4
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4 9 5 7 3 2 8 1 6
2 6 1 9 5 8 4 7 3
7 3 8 6 1 4 9 2 5
6 8 9 2 7 3 5 4 1
1 4 7 5 8 6 3 9 2
5 2 3 1 4 9 6 8 7
8 1 4 3 6 7 2 5 9
3 5 2 4 9 1 7 6 8
9 7 6 8 2 5 1 3 4

SUDOKU

To complete Sudoku, fill the board 
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such 
that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains every number uniquely.

For many strategies, hints and tips, 
visit www.sudokuwiki.org

If you like Str8ts, Sudoku and 
other puzzles, check out our books, 
iPhone/iPad Apps and much more on 
our store at www.str8ts.comThe solutions will be published here in the next issue.

No. 423 Easy Previous solution - Very Hard

puzzles

swap Ads
For rent

3/2 home, very clean, 3 mins. to Travis. Living room, dining room, family room, fire place, dish-
washer, microwave, custom draperies. Top-of-the-line carpet. 3 patios. A/C. No pets, no Sec. 8. 
$2,000 plus deposit. 707-425-5679.
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“There are plenty of facil-
ities that can take care of a 
child,” said Kelly. “There’s a 
handful that can take care of 
a ventilated patient. We’re the 
only facility in Northern Cal-
ifornia – and one of few in the 
country – that meets all the re-
quirements to treat this rare 
case.” 

Currently, there is no sci-
entific treatment to reverse 
damage to the spinal cord, al-
though researchers are exper-
imenting with prostheses and 
medication to promote nerve 
cell regeneration or improve 
the function of the nerves that 
remain after injury, according 
to several medical journal re-
ports.

“We tried many therapies 
that are the standard of care,” 
said Dr. Arati Rao, JJ’s current 
pediatric hematologist-oncol-
ogist at Kaiser Permanente 

Medical Center in Roseville, 
California.

Rao treated JJ for a year 
with Avastin – a cancer med-
icine that interferes with the 
growth and spread of cancer 
cells. She treated him for an-
other five months with a com-
bination of Vitamin E and 
Treatal. The latter is used to 
improve blood circulation by 
improving blood flow. 

Seeing no improvement in 
JJ’s condition, Rao began con-
tacting hyperbaric facilities. 
By recommendation, she con-
tacted Kelly at Travis. 

“Dr. Kelly was extremely 
optimistic and positive – if we 
could get approval to do this,” 
said Rao. “We’re all optimistic 
that (hyperbaric oxygen thera-
py) might help.”

JJ underwent an initial 
evaluation Nov. 27 and began 
treatment the following day. 
He is scheduled to receive 30 
treatments before undergoing 
the next MRI.

“We’ve treated quite a few 

patients with radiation damage 
to the bladder or mandibular,” 
said Kelly. “We’ve also treated 
patients with chest wounds who 
had breast cancer.”

Additionally, there are 
about 15 reported cases of hy-
perbaric oxygen treatment for 
radiation damage, but none as 
severe as JJ’s, said Kelly.

Since medical knowledge in 
this area is limited, detecting 
minor changes in JJ’s condi-
tion is difficult, said Kelly. 

“He’s now breathing over 
the ventilator,” he said. “The 
breaths are involuntary, but 
we think that’s a positive sign.”

Additionally, JJ’s mother 
told Kelly that her son seems 
to swallow more on his own 
and he’s making more sounds 
when he mouths words, which 
is one of the ways they commu-
nicate.

“A win would be that we 
stop the progression (of dam-
age),” said Kelly. “It would be 
a miracle if we reverse some of 
the damage – whether that’s JJ 
coming off the ventilator, re-
gaining motor functions, be-
ing able to speak again or any-
thing.” 

Hyperbaric
From Page 3

U.S. Air Force photo/Heide Couch

Lt. Col. (Dr.) Jason Kelly, center, 60th Aerospace Medicine Squadron, speaks to Jeremiah Harutyunyan, 11, a cancer patient receiving hyperbaric 
oxygen therapy treatment Dec. 8, 2018, at David Grant USAF Medical Center at Travis Air Force Base, Calif. The hyperbaric oxygen treatment 
chamber uses state-of-the-art technology to aid patients who are in need of therapy for a multitude of diagnosed illnesses. HBOT provides the 
application of 100 percent oxygen, proven to increase blood flow and promote cell growth and new blood vessel formation.

Courtesy photo

Jeremiah Harutyunyan poses for 
photos before a radiation therapy 
session.

the 99th Pursuit Squadron in 
Tuskegee, Alabama, the first 
group of African-American pi-
lots in World War II, histori-
cally known as the Tuskegee 
Airmen. The Tuskegee Air-
men’s combat record is legend-
ary: They shot down 112 ene-
my aircraft, and the pilots were 
awarded 150 Distinguished 
Flying Crosses, 744 Air Med-
als, eight Purple Hearts and 14 
Bronze Stars.

The 99th deployed to French 
Morocco in April 1943. On July 
2, then 1st Lt. Hall entered the 
history books when he shot 
down two German fighters while 
his squadron was escorting U.S. 
bombers over Sicily.

Hall would eventually fly 198 
combat missions over North Af-
rica, Italy and other areas in Eu-
rope. By the end of the war, he 
had been promoted to major and 
became the first African-Amer-
ican to be awarded the Distin-
guished Flying Cross.

His story is a pivotal part of 
the progress African-Ameri-
cans made in their journey to 
be treated as equal members of 
the military, said Mahlon Smith, 
president, Charles B. Hall Chap-
ter, Tuskegee Airmen Inc., Okla-
homa City.

“This program gives de-
served recognition to Maj. 
Charles B. Hall for service to his 
country while fighting the myths 
and segregations of the armed 
forces in the U.S.,” said Smith. 
“His actions that day helped to 
bring about the diversity cur-
rently in our military that make 
it second to none. Our chapter is 
proud to carry his name and that 
legacy through our youth pro-
grams and community educa-
tion of the Tuskegee Airmen.”

After his military service, 
Hall moved to Oklahoma City, 
where he worked with the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration at 
nearby Tinker Air Force Base, 
Oklahoma, until his death Nov. 
22, 1971.

For Hall’s daughter, Kel-
li Jones, her father’s legacy is 
something she hopes will res-
onate with a new generation of 
youth. “This program is so im-
portant because it has the ability 
to reach young people who can 
read my dad’s story and hopeful-
ly be inspired to reach their own 
dreams,” she said.

Share
From Page 5
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UP CLOSEAfter stroke, Travis child sees base …

1) Airman 1st Class Deniece Lobban, right, and Airman 1st Class Alexia Lewis, left, both 21st Airlift Squadron loadmasters, talk with Samantha Pipkin, a stroke patient at David Grant USAF 
Medical Center, about their jobs in the Air Force Jan. 24 on board a C-17 Globemaster III aircraft at Travis Air Force Base, Calif. Lobban and Lewis come from military families and used 
their insight to give advice to Samantha throughout the tour. 2) 1st Lt. Jonathan Remasz, C-17 Globemaster III pilot, shows Pipkin some of the functions of the C-17 flight deck controls. 3) 
Pipkin rides in a government vehicle to Travis’ flight line with her father, Patrick, and mother, Stacey. 

U.S. Air Force photos by Airman 1st Class Christian Conrad

1

2 3

CHECKLIST

Folios OK NO

Headlines OK NO

Cutlines OK NO NA

Mugs OK NO NA

Graphics OK NO NA

Stories end OK NO

Jumplines OK NO NA

Ads OK NO NA

NO=Not OK; NA=Not applicable

Reprint Y N

Initials 

February 1, 2019 Tailwind   19

19

DR. JEFFREY BROOKS

VARICOSE VEINS? LEG ULCERS?
LEG PAIN? LEG SWELLING?

LEG CRAMPS? LEG HEAVINESS? BURNING SENSATION?
SKIN COLOR CHANGES? RESTLESS LEGS?

FREE CONSULTATION!  WE CAN HELP!

CALL TODAY! (707) 392-2500

www.TreatYourLegs.com

• Major Insurance, MediCal, Medicare, Covered CA and Care Credit Accepted
• Se Habla Español

OUR OFFICES:
3260 Beard Road, Suite 5, Napa, CA 94558
1460 N Camino Alto, Suite 101, Vallejo, CA 94589

1360 Burton Drive, Suite 160, Vacaville, CA 95687
2469 Rio Linda Blvd, Suite A, Sacramento, CA 95815

As part of a military family, I am dedicated 
to serving those who serve our country.  

A luxury experience at every price point.

DRE# 02063553Each o�ce is independently owned and operated

AMY BURNS
REALTOR®

(707) 718-6802

amy.realluxury@gmail.com
www.realluxury.estate

811 Coombs Street, Suite A
Napa, CA 94559

“We Go The Extra SMILE”
• Orthodontics  

for Children & Adults

• Cosmetic  
(Clear) Braces

• Invisalign

• Early Intervention 
Treatment

• Financing Options  
Available

• Military Discounts

Bryan C. Scott, D.M.D.
Specialist in Orthodontics & Staff

2611 Nut Tree Road, Vacaville, (707) 451-2292
1411 Oliver Road , Fairfield, (707) 428-3200

www.scott-ortho.com

OrthodonticsOrthodontics

1661 E. Monte Vista Ave., Suite A
707-446-2370

www.thornton-sons.com

You Are My Everything!

Solano County’s 
Favorite Jeweler since 1972

Gen. Stephen W. Wilson, ap-
proved AETC’s request to re-
organize AETC, 2nd Air Force 

and 19th Air Force Dec. 13, 
2018. The reorganization fol-
lows the Air Force chief of staff 
guidance to empower AETC 
and NAF commanders at all 
levels to develop the current 
and future Air Force required 

to keep the competitive advan-
tage.

This change empowers the 
commanders of 2nd Air Force 
and 19th Air Force to lead and 

accomplish their operation-
al technical and flying training 
missions.

The reorganization 
stems from comprehensive, 

bottom-up mission review of 
the major command and NAF 
headquarters staffs to ensure 
they are organized to support 
the evolving mission of AETC. 

AETC
From Page 5
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For advertising information about this directory, call Classifieds at 707-427-6973 or 
email: lvargas@dailyrepublic.net

ASSEMBLY OF GOD BAPTIST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST

BAPTIST

EPISCOPAL

Worship  
With Us…

St. Paul 
Baptist Church

2500 N Texas Street, Suite H
Fairfield, CA 94533
Rev. Dr. Terry Long, Pastor
Sunday 
Sunday School: 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: 11:00 a.m.
Children’s Church: 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday 
Prayer Meeting: 6:30-7:00 p.m.
Bible Study: 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Web Site: www.stpaulfairfield.com
Email: stpaulbcfairfield@comcast.net
Church Phone: 707-422-2003

First Assembly Of God
of Fairfield

•9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL
•10:30 AM * MORNING WORSHIP 

•KID’z CHURCH Grades K-5th
•10:00 AM WEDNESDAY 

SENIOR PRAYER
• 7:00 PM WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Adult Bible Study
Girl’s Club

Royal Rangers
Revolution Youth

*Nursery Care Provided

707425-3612
2207 UNION AVE., FAIRFIELD

www.1agff.org
email: info@1agff.org

Lead Pastor: C. Eric Lura

Sunday Morning Bible Study .............. 9 AM
  Sunday Morning Worship  ..................10 AM
  Sunday Evening Worship  ....................6 PM
  Wed. Evening Bible Study ....................7 PM

  Homeless ministry at Mission Solano
  Rescue Mission  1st Friday of month 6-8 PM

Jesus said, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth 
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; John 11:25

CHURCH OF CHRIST - SOLANO
1201 Marshall Road, Vacaville, CA 95687

YOU

YOU

CHURCH of CHRIST 
Meets at Rockville Cemetery

 Stone Chapel
4221 Suisun Valley Rd, Fairfield

9:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:50 a.m. Sunday Morning Worship
5:30 p.m. Sunday Evening Worship
7:00 p.m. Wednesday Evening Bible Study
We welcome and encourage you to come and 
hear the good news of the gospel of Christ, 
and to learn about eternal salvation for all 

mankind that is offered through Jesus.
“And there is salvation in no one else; 
for there is no other name under heav-
en that has been given among men by 

which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12
Bring a heart and mind willing to hear 
God’s Word and to do His great will...
For more information or directions, 

please visit our website at  
www.rockvillecofc.com

Grace Episcopal 
Church

1st & Kentucky Streets, Fairfield
(just off W. Texas St.)

425-4481

Sunday Services:
8:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:15 a.m.

Pastor’s Forum
10:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist Rite II
Tuesday Service:

10:00 a.m.
Healing Eucharist

Childcare Provided for all Services
For additional information, contact 

the office at 425-4481
Welcome home to an Open, Caring, 

Christian Community

itsallaboutfamilies.org
301 N. Orchard Ave., Vacaville

707.448.5848
SUNDAY
Classes for all ages .......... 10:00 am
Worship ..............................11:00 am
CORE Bible Studies 12:30 & 5:00 pm

(2nd & 4th Sunday)
WEDNESDAY
Adult Studies ........................2:00 pm
AWANA for Kids ..................6:15 pm
Adult & Youth Studies .........6:30 pm

Southern Baptist Convention

401 W. Monte Vista Ave., Vacaville
707-448-5430

www.tbcvacaville.com
Greg Davidson, Senior Pastor

Sunday:
Worship Service & Bible Study ................9:00 am
Worship Service & Bible Study ............. 10:30 am
Evening Worship & Prayer ....................... 6:00 pm

Wednesday:
Dinner (Sept.-May) ....................................... 4:45 pm
AWANA (Sept.-May)..................................... 6:00 pm
Youth .................................................................. 6:00 pm
Choir ....................................................................6:30 am 
Bible Study ....10:00 am,1:30 pm, 3:30 pm & 6:30 pm
A home for Military families since 1960

BETHANY LUTHERAN 
MINISTRIES

621 South Orchard Ave.
Vacaville, CA  95688

(707) 451-6675

mychurch@gobethany.com

Worship Services:
Sunday: 10:00am with Bible Studies 
and Sunday School for all ages at 9:00am
Fellowship: 11:15am
Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays 
of the month @ 621 S. Orchard Ave., VV

Pastor Dann Ettner
Bethany Lutheran Preschool

451-6678
mypreschool@gobethany.com

www.gobethany .com

Bethany Lutheran School
1011 Ulatis Drive

Vacaville, CA 95687
451-6683 ph • 359-2230 Fax

myschool@gobethany.com
www.gobethany.com

LUTHERAN

First Baptist 
Church of Vacaville

The All Together Different Church

Senior Pastor 
Wyatt Duncan
Sunday Services: 

8am and 11am
Nursery available during 
8am and 11am service

Sunday School for all ages 
at 9:30am
Awana on 

Wednesdays at 6pm
1127 Davis Street, Vacaville

707-448-6209
www.fbcvv.com

TRINITY 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Tired of gimmicks and games?
Want a Bible-believing traditional church?

Need a loving church family?
You are invited to:

TRINITY  LUTHERAN CHURCH -  LCMS
Traditional Worship: 10 AM

Children’s Church during 10 AM Service
Adult Bible Study: 8:45 AM
2075 Dover Ave., Fairfield

(2 blocks south of Airbase Pkwy.)
(707) 425-2944
www.tlcps.org

Rev. Dr. Dan Molyneux, Pastor

MOUNT CALVARY 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Dr. Claybon Lea, Jr. - Senior Pastor

Fairfield Campus
1735 Enterprise Drive, Bldg. 3 

Fairfield, CA 94533

Sunday Worship Services
7:00am & 9:30am.

Bible Study
Tuesdays @ 7:00pm (Youth Sanctuary)

Suisun Campus
601 Whispering Bay Lane, 

Suisun City, CA 94585

Sunday Worship Services, 11:00am

Bible Study
Tuesdays @ 12:00noon

707-425-1849
www.mcbcfs.org  for more information
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NON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONALNON-DENOMINATIONAL NON-DENOMINATIONAL UNITED METHODIST

Vacaville 
Church of Christ
401 Fir St., Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 448-5085
Minister: Ryan Brewer

Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:30 AM

Sunday Morning Worship
10:30 AM

Sunday Evening Worship
6:00 PM

Wed. Evening Bible Study
7:00 PM

www.vacavillecofc.com

If you would like to take a free Bible
correspondence course contact: 

Know Your Bible Program
401 Fir Street • Vacaville, CA 95688

(707) 448-5085

THE CHURCH OF

JESUS CHRIST
of LATTER DAY SAINTS

Fairfield Stake Center 
2700 Camrose Ave.

Sacrament Services Sunday
 0900 and 1200

Base Sacrament Services 
DGMC Chapel

(1st Floor North entrance)
Sunday 1600-1630

Inquires: Call LDS Military 
Relations Missionaries

707-535-6979

Bible Based Expository Preaching
Sunday Worship Services
9 AM, 10:45 AM & 6 PM 

Pastor Jon Kile
192 Bella Vista Road, Vacaville

707-451-2026

Nursery & Children’s Classes Provided
Adult & Youth Sunday School -  

9 AM & 10:45 AM
Check our website for more information  

on other ministries offered

www.vacavillefaith.org

“The People of 
The United Methodist Church™”

COMMUNITY UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

1875 Fairfield Avenue, Fairfield
Phone: 707- 426-2944

Email: info@cumcfairfieldca.org
Website:  cumcfairfieldca.org

Pastor Ron Swisher
Worship Service 10:30 A.M.
Sunday School for Children  
during the Worship Service

Communion is held the  
1st Sunday of every month

Adult and Bell Choirs
Adult Bible and Book Studies

United Methodist Women
Sunday Morning Bible Studies at 9:00 A.M.

A Passion to...
Worship God • Love People • Share Christ

A Non-Denominational Bible 
Teaching Church

We offer:

• Nursery • Children’s Classes
• Youth Ministries
• AWANA Program
• Men’s & Women’s Bible Studies
• Prime Timers (Seniors Ministry)
• In Home Mid-Week Bible Studies
• Celebrate Recovery

Bruce Gallaher, Lead Pastor
707-446-9838
www.cccv.me

190 Butcher Road, Vacaville, CA 95687
(off of Alamo, Just South of I-80)

Sunday Worship Services
8:15am • 9:45am • 11:15am

The Father’s House
4800 Horse Creek Drive

Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 455-7790

www.tfh.org

Service Times
Saturday: 6pm

Sunday: 9am & 11am

Celebrating our oneness, honoring our diversity

350 N. Orchard Ave, 
Vacaville – 447-0521
unityvv@pacbell.net

www.unityvacaville.org
Sunday Morning 

8:00 am Coffee with God
10:00 am Contemporary Celebration  

with Youth Education

Wednesday Evening
6:30 pm Non-Denominational  

Meditation Time
7:00 pm Contemplative Prayer

Come Home to Unity
It’s Like Blue Jeans for the Soul

Affiliated with publisher of Daily Word©

CelCelelelll bbebebrebrebr titiatiatiatiatingngngng oourourour ononononeneeneeneenessssssss hhhohohohononornornoriiinginginging oououou dddr dr dr diii eiveiveiversrsirsirsitt

              Word of Faith 
              Christian Center

Pastors Melba & Lenon Nears Jr
650 Parker Road, Fairfield, CA 94535

(707) 437-2257
www.wofccfairfield.com

We are a culturally diverse ministry with a mandate to: 
Win the lost, Teach Disciples of Christ, Equip, Release 

and Mentor Men and Women for greater ministry.
SUNDAYS

Pre Service Prayer - 10:30AM
Praise & Worship
Ministry in the Word 
Children’s Ministry
THURSDAYS
Prayer - 6:00PM

Family time in the Word - 7:00PM
Kingdom Men - Men’s Ministry

TNT - Women’s Ministry
New Beginnings Youth Ministry

Children’s Ministry
LIVE STREAMING

@www.facebook.com/wofccfairfield
FOR LIVE AUDIO CALL

(641) 715-3640 
access code=673239#

For advertising information about this directory, call Classifieds at 707-427-6973 or 
email: lvargas@dailyrepublic.net

“To know Him, and to 
make Him known”

490 Brown Street
Vacaville, CA 95688

707-446-8684
Sunday Services:

Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Worship 11am
Evening Worship 5pm

Thursday Service: 
Prayer Meeting 7pm

Bible Studies throughout the week
Pastor Ben Smith

www.vacavillebiblechurch.com
office@vacavillebiblechurch.com

Church 
of Christ

1500 Alamo Drive
Vacaville, CA 95687

(707) 448-8838
www.vacavillechurchofchrist 

alamodrive.com

Sunday Morning  
   Bible Classes ............................9:30 am
   Assembly Worship ............... 10:45 am
   Evening Assembly Worship .5:00 pm
Wednesday Evening 
   Bible Classes ........................... 7:00 pm

Classes also by appointment
Elders:

Mark McCallister (707) 446-7477
Ed Sanderson Sr. (707) 446-0536
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ON MOST SIZES. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.
EXPIRES 2/28/19.

COUPONCOCOCOUPUPUPOONON

50% OFF
1st MONTH

Household • Commercial • Warehousing • Boat & RV 

Four Seasons
SELF STORAGE

Located off Hwy 12 @ Walters Road

1600 Petersen Road • Suisun

(707) 439-0605
www.4sssonline.com

Ask  
About Our
MILITARY 
DISCOUNT

SIZES TO FIT EVERY NEED!

Napa Valley Plastic Surgery has been 

providing exceptional board-certified plastic  

and reconstructive surgery to  

Northern California patients since 1984.

William J.
McClure, M.D.

Rebecca L.
Jackson, M.D.

NAPA VALLEY
PLASTIC SURGERY

ABMS Maintenance of Certification™
American Board of Plastic Surgery

Certification Matters

412 Elizabeth Street, Vacaville • (707) 449-0322

PAZDEL CHIROPRACTIC, INC.

www.PazdelChiropractic.com Se Habla Español

258 Sunset Ave., Ste. l, Suisun City 
429-4861

58 Sunset Ave., Ste. l, Suisun Ci
429-4861

Tennis Elbow?

Visit Travis at FACEBOOK.com/TravisAirForceBase
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0841 NISSAN

2009  370  Z  Touring.
Auto sports pkg. 132K
mi.,  big  rims,  clean,
lthr. $11,900 obo DLR
#42203.  (707)280-
6816 Quinterosautos-
ales.com

0848 SUBARU

2013  BRZ  L imi ted
Coupe.  6  spd.  fast
many extra's Low 76K
mi.,  clean  &  smog.
$15 ,999  obo  DLR
#42203.  (707)280-
6816 Quinterosautos-
ales.com

0824 FORD

'
F-250, 460 V-8 Auto
w/ cab ext. 93k mi.

$7995 or OBO,
C: (707) 592-1608
H: (707) 422-5128

0827 HONDA

2 0 0 7  E l e m e n t  E S
AWD.  4  cyl.,  all  pwr.,
clean,  smog.  Runs
great. 189Kmi. $5,999
obo.  DLR  #42203.
(707)280-6816  Quin-
terosautosales.com

0835 LEXUS

2008 LS 460L. V-8, all
pwr.,  mnrf.,  lthr.  New
tires w/20's. 122K mi.
$13,900  obo.  DLR
#42203.  (707)280-
6816 Quinterosautos-
ales.com

0820 CHRYSLER

2016' 200 Limited. All
pwr., clean! 79K mi.
New tires, fluids, etc.

$8,900 obo. DLR
#42203 707-280-6816
Quinterosautosales.com

0822 DODGE

2010  Caravan  SE  All
pwr.,  v-6,  clean  &
smog.  147K  mi.  A/T.
$ 6 , 9 0 0  o b o  D L R
#42203.  (707)280-
6816 Quinterosautos-
ales.com

0823 FIAT

2012 500 Pop Coupe.
A/T, all pwr., great on
gas.  Clean  115K  mi.
$ 4 , 9 0 0  o b o .  D L R
#42203.  (707)280-
6816 Quinterosautos-
ales.com

0815 AUDI

2008 A$ 2.OT Spl  ED
Avant  Quattro.  AWD
Wagon.  Clean,  92K
mi., clean/smog. lthr.,
auto/sport. $7,900 obo
D L R  # 4 2 2 0 3 .
(707)280-6816  Quin-
terosautosales.com

0819 CHEVROLET

2008  Impala  LS  V-6,
all  pwr.,  smog,  clean.
92Kmi .  Mus t  see .
$ 4 , 9 0 0  o b o .  D L R
#42203.  (707)280-
6816 Quinterosautos-
ales.com

0641 MISC. FOR SALE 
OR TRADE

R e c u m b e n t  b i k e ,
treadmill w/ dum bells,
4 ft round faux marble
dinning  room  table.
$100 ea. or OBO. Call
(707) 451-7638 leave
message

0711 MOTORCYCLES 
PARTS ACCESS.

2006 Zeman
2 Bike Motorcycle

Trailer. With tie down
kit. Clean title.

Excellent cond., used 1
time. $1,200. obo
707-425-7545

0501 HELP WANTED

 Driver/Instructor
for DD adult day

programs in Solano
County. Class B,

passenger endorsement.
Brian: 707/448-4574

INSTRUCTORS
needed

for DD adult day pro-
grams  in  So lano
County.  Call  Karen:

707-448-2283

0615 ANTIQUES & 
COLLECTIBLES

3 tier, Cathedral style
organ. Fort Wayne Or-
gan Co., Packard Or-
gan. Fort Wayne Ind.
Great cond.  $4,500
obo. Call Debbie for

more info.
707-430-6685 or

707-439-3354

0103 LOST AND 
FOUND

Found cell phone in
Vacaville on Burton Dr.
& Ulatis Dr. Please call

(707) 448-1350.

0501 HELP WANTED

••••••••••
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS

Cable Installers
No experience

necessary.
WE WILL TRAIN.

$2500 bonus,
 no exp. req'd.

$5000 bonus
exp'd.

Installers
Must have clean DL.
Call 707-317-3467

to apply

••••••••••
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victim-blaming remarks, and 
the objectification of strangers, 
friends and coworkers.

This enables the continuum 
of harm. Sexual harassment, 
even online, can eventually 
lead to sexual assault because 
some people don’t think mak-
ing objectifying comments 
on a social media post is a big 
deal. This is sustaining a rape 
culture by allowing perpetra-
tors to get away with the “small 
stuff,” making them feel more 
comfortable to keep pushing.

After all, sexual assault is 
not just about sex. It is about 
power, control and humiliation.

It’s disappointing seeing 
social media posts and com-
ments that encourage rape cul-
ture, and service members who 
openly support it. If some peo-
ple believe rape jokes are fun-
ny and don’t take allegations 
seriously, how could I ever 
go to one of them for help if I 
needed it?

My job as an alert photog-
rapher has required me to wit-
ness the evidence of sexual as-
sault, harassment, violence 
and abuse. Reported statistics 
show women are more affected 
by sexual assault, harassment 
and rape culture than men. As 
a woman, it has been a chal-
lenge to stay entirely unbiased, 
because I have experienced 
and witnessed varying levels of 
rape culture in which women 
are the victim.

Discussing rape culture 
from a woman’s perspective is 
bound to evoke anti-feminist 
views. I have come to realize 
there’s a difference between 
feminism and toxic feminism, 
and people should understand 
discussing rape culture is not a 
part of some anti-male feminist 
agenda. We need to stop label-
ing every woman who discred-
its men as a feminist, because 
that is not the definition of fem-
inism.

People intentionally reimag-
ine feminism as simply want-
ing to be paid fairly and emp-
tily supporting other women, 
painting the women who chal-
lenge them as irrational “man 
haters.” Feminism is about 
equality, and being seen as 
more than an object. The objec-
tification of both men and wom-
en contributes to rape culture, 

and it needs to stop.
Another important com-

ponent to this culture is false 
accusations … they do exist. 
While false accusations are se-
rious and should be punished, 
we cannot use the fear of be-
ing falsely accused to invali-
date someone else’s fears or en-
counters.

People of all backgrounds 
have experienced rape cul-
ture, regardless of factors such 
as gender, sexual orientation, 
physical size, age or race.

Sexual harassment and rape 
culture is not normal, nor will 
it ever be funny.

The more we educate each 
other and lift one another up 
through positive actions and 
reactions, the better our work 
environment, the Air Force, 
and society as a whole will be.

Education must start early. 
We should educate our children 
as well as ourselves about con-
sent, how to properly express 
our emotions without violence, 
how to ask for help and accept 
responsibility for our wrong-
doings.

We should teach our chil-
dren coping skills and how 
to express their emotions in 
healthy ways, instead of bot-
tling it up and hiding it to ap-
pear “tough.” Teach them 
there are ways to solve prob-
lems other than with violence. 
Even as adults, we can learn to 
better regulate our emotions 
and work on improving mental 
health to create a better society 
that won’t stand for something 
so damaging as rape culture.

We should check in on our 
friends and be more under-
standing of struggles that don’t 
directly affect us. We should 
also advocate for those who 
don’t have a voice, especially 
when they decide to speak up 
and trust others.

My hope is that continu-
ing to pursue a healthy, hon-
est dialogue about rape culture 
will foster greater understand-
ing and encourage Airmen and 
others outside of the military to 
not only stand up against it, but 
stigmatize it.

As a quote I came across 
on Twitter says: “Just because 
you did something wrong in 
the past doesn’t mean you can’t 
advocate against it now. You 
aren’t a hypocrite, you grew. 
Don’t let anyone use your past 
to invalidate your current 
mindset.”

Waters
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Ultimately, it required a com-
plete focus on shaping Ameri-
ca’s arsenal as we strive togeth-
er for the warfighter.

The KC-46 will not be the 

last aircraft whose fielding 
path comes through our orga-
nization, as the U.S. military’s 
next trainer and next bomb-
er are already on the books 
to perform the bulk of their 
testing here. When the time 
comes for the test and evalua-
tion of America’s next remotely 

piloted aircraft and new-
est fighter, they will likely ar-
rive on our doorstep as well. 
It is because the world knows 
our team is comprised of reli-
able experts and focused pro-
fessionals who provide world-
class test and evaluation for the 
warfighter.

Teichert
From Page 2

Air Refueling Squadron com-
mander. “They are versatile 
maintainers, pilots and boom 
operators who are prepared for 
any learning curve that comes 
with a new aircraft.”

The active duty 344th ARS 
and Air Force Reserve 924th 
ARS, will be the first units in 
the military to operationally fly 
the KC-46.

“This airplane has a wide 
variety of capabilities that we 
haven’t seen here before,” said 
Spurlock. “We’re going to get 
our hands on it, then expand 
on those abilities and see how 
we can employ them operation-
ally.”

Once Airmen in the Total 
Force squadrons have perfect-
ed their craft on the new air-
craft, they will pave the way 
for the entire KC-46 enterprise 
and other bases receiving the 
aircraft in the future by devel-
oping tactics, techniques and 
procedures to share with those 
units.

“I have never been a part 
of a unit that is more excited 
about the mission before them 

and the legacy they’re going to 
leave,” said Spurlock.

Today, the waiting ends and 
integration begins for the next 
generation of air mobility that 
will be a linchpin of national 
defense, global humanitarian 
assistance and disaster relief 
operations for decades to come.

“For those of us who have 
spent years watching this pro-
cess happen, it’s enormously 
humbling to finally see it come 
to a close,” said Col. Phil Hes-
eltine, 931st ARW commander.

 “We are grateful to every-
one who is joining us as we ful-
fill the potential of this amazing 
new aircraft.

“We are honoring the rich 
culture that we have been gift-
ed by those who came before 
us,” said Heseltine. “That cul-
ture continues today. For ex-
ample, the forward fuselage 
section of the KC-46 is built by 
Spirit AeroSystems right here 
in Wichita. This aircraft literal-
ly came home today.”

With the KC-46 on the 
ground at McConnell AFB, the 
Air Force will begin the next 
phases of familiarization and 
initial operations testing and 
evaluation.

“McConnell Air Force Base 
is ready,” said Olson.

KC-46A
From Page 4
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